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Several other trips have been made to the cave by members of the University
of Texas Oretto. On September 30, 1962, the cave was re-surveyed Ly James
Reddell, Fhilip Russell, and Terry Raines.,

Bibliograplys Anonymous, "Fern Cave.,” The Texas Caver, Vol. II, No. 2 PPe 8=9.

March-April, 1957, wdmsm pages 165«166.
Anonymous . "News of the Orottoss: o The Texas Caver, Vol. VI,
No. 12. Pe Iaho Dom, m.
Anonymous, "News of the Grotices: Univerzity of Texas.," Ths Temas Caver,
Volo, VII, No. 9; pe 115, September, 1962,
Bakary, Ken, " gical Notes.® The Texas Caver, Vol. II, No. 1, P 3o
January-February 1957.
Estes, James H, "Noteworthy Caverns of Texas." Texas Almanac: 1961=1962,
Po 62, A.Ho Bslo Corp., 1961,
Frmk;snubm M. "Cave Paiaonbolog'l Part I1." The Texas Caver, Vol. VI, No. 8,

Pe o Avgust, 1961,

Helmer, Nill, "Biggest Cave in Texas = (Maybel)." NSS News, Vol, 15, No. T,
Dp. 66-68, July, 1958, ——

Helmer, Elll, "Scme Gocd Findsi" Ths Texas Caver, Vol II, Noo 13 pPo 9

- Jannary-February, 1957.
Reun, Gerald G., and James K, Baker, ™"Soms Observations of Texas Cave Bats."
The Southwestern Naturalist, Vol. 3, p. 105. 1958 (Printed 1959)
&, o .57 Jame? Kenneth Daker, "The Cave Swellow in Texas."
The Conder, Vel, 59, No, 6, pp. 36 and 351, Nevember-Dessmber, 1957,
Widerier, Donald L., ed. Texas Cave Survey, Vol. 1L, No. 2, pp. 10=l1.

Refs TSS files
FISHING HOLE CAVE Val Verde County (# )
Devil's Laks 15! Quadrangle
Owners

Description: The cave has a 7'=8' high, 5' wide entrance and extends back into the
cliff 50'-70¢, A large boulder with abrasions partially blocks the emtrance,
Abrasions and dim remains of red paintings are at the entrance, A triangulay
flint Inife and a fewr flint knifes were found on the floor., Ths cave has a
gravel floce, although it had a dirt floor before recent flocds,

Refs Johnny CGroeer

FOSSIL CAVE Val Verde Ceunty (# 18)
Mouth of Peccs 15' Quadrangle

Owper: Hipghway Department

Descriptions This cave was dissected Ly the highway eut lsading down to the Peces
River Highway Bridge. The enftrance on the right is several feet in diameter
while that to the lsft is somewhat larger. Both heles are completely filled
with what is possitly Tertlary sediments,

Bibliographys West Texas Geclogical Society. Geology of the Val Verds Basin Area
Field Trip Guides Nov. 5,6,7,8, 1959, page¥ 37 am Lbo
Ref: TSS files
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FOUR=MILE CAVE (SALLY CAVE) Val Verde County (# 35)

Del Rio 15 Quadrangle
Owner: Gonzaless lessee: B.T, Rese

Description: There are two emtrances to the cave, both climbable. The southermmost
is a collapse sink about 10! in dismeter and 15' deep; the other is a 3' wide,

6" long, 13' desp crack, A small intermittent stream drains into the cave; which
takes considerable water in times of flood, The entrances are most directly
comnected by a 5'«~7! high, 2'-3! wide fairly straight passage about 150' long.
Basides this comnecting passage, two passages extend from the southern entrance.
Ons is a narrow crack dropping about 20' after a short ecrawl, This lsads into

a series of crawlways which were not surveyed or explored, The other passage is
an 8" wide, 2! high crack which leads into a 10' high, 2% wide passage, with ons
passage sxtending to the right from it. This high passage commects to the main
passags extending frem the northern entrance after about 140', From the northern
entrance two passages lead to the nouthwest but are blocked by trash and fill
after a few fest, Two main passages extend from the snbrance, one to the nerth-
east and one to the northwest. The northeast passage leads to an extensive maze
of 3'«8' high passages. At the junctions of these passages small rooms, 1l0'=15?
in diameter and 10' high, have formed from the collapse of the floors inte pits
connscting to the lower levels of the cave., Some of these form large pits,
15%=207 across and up to 30' deep, while others are either totally or partially
blocked by breakdown, Somes have holes leading through the breakdewn and inte
the lower levels or else into now blocked rooms. On the mapping trip of Jamuary
2627, 1963, only two of these pits were entered and wmly ons mapped. The one
not mapped was found to connect with several of the pi%s by means of a winding
St=6' high, 3t~} wide passage floored with mud and 8ilt., Although the passage
shows a water level mark 10'=15' above the floor of the pits and has been
observed in the past to be completely filled with water, no water was found in
the passage at this time, The ether pit entered was 15' long and 8' wide and
droppad vertically for 30' to a 20' in diameter room plugged with breakdown.

A passage along a joint dipping 75° led from this room at this lewvel for about
50Y, over larpge breakiown slabs and into a second smell room. Two crawls led
rromthin, one of which ended after 25'; while the other extended over 30' tut
was not complotely explered. The main pit drops through the birsakdeym by means
of a 2' x 3! hole to a second small room from which an 8" x 12% hole in breake
down leads,after an 8' drop to a ledge and 2 slight offset and a 15' drep, to
a muddy passage. This is a 2!}y’ high passage extending for sbout 50' befere
dropping about 8! to a stagnant pool of water 6" deep and 2' in diameter, The

sage may contimue, but if so it is too small to enter. As in the other lewer

evel this passage showed signs of having been filled with water in the past.

At the top of this large pit seven passages intersest. All of these form an
interconnscted maze, with the exception of one which extends to the narth,
This is a L' high, li'~5' wide passage which runs for about 507, at which peint
it tuns northeast, A small passage to the left connects back into the main
passage about 50' farther down the passage. The passage at this peint iz 10'-20¢
wide and extends an additional 100' before turning ¢o the nerth and widening te
LO's It apparently houses a fairly lerge colerny of bats in the summer since the
floor is covered with a heavy deposit of guane, A small side room on the leis
goes nowhere; but a tight crawl on the right side of the room leads into a jointe
controlled series of small passages which were not mapped. The main room exis,
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a very low squeeso lsads for 20! to a 3-way jumctlon, To the right i%
nds as a 10' wide, li' high passage for about Li0? before turning to the
and bscoming 30° wide and 3' high. This extends for about $0' before
About halfway down this passage a tight crawl to the left comnacthas
the passage going straight from the three-way junction, This passage
* high and 5' wide and extends 1L0' to a dead-end. From the main jumcéien
main passage to the southwest was mapped until it connected baok inte
northwest passage from the northern entrance, All passages to the left
this passage were mappsd, while none %o the right were surveyed. Prior
tion of these pmssages, however, indicates that ower 1,000! of mase=like
passages exist in this ares, which also conmacts with the northwest passage
leading from the entrance, Several pits to lower levels in this area reportedly
have water in them all year round, Ths eave contains few formations and these
are dry and heavily vandalized, Except in the Rat Passage, the floor is covered
with %1 treakdown or silt, The altitude at the entrance is 1150, (See map,
page

Heteorology: Of some interest is the circulation of air threugh the cave. Although
no studies have been conducted; it is hoped that ons will be made in the near
future, At the tims of the mapping trip to the cave the temperature on the
surface was in the LO's or low 50's., A temperature taken at the bottom of the
northmrance,mintlonthamp,ahwdthotmﬁmﬁltﬁ?&hh
7% nhﬂethatematwoatpomzm'ﬂ;” Abmtm'aw,m,
tampu-atuuatpunthTl A broken thermometer preovented further tempera—
tures from being takem, but 1t.m quite noticeabls that in certain passages
or even in parts of a passape 2 very cocl breege could be detected whils only
& few foet away no twreeze at all could be felt and the air was much warmer. A
tharough temperature study might reveal much 28 to the circulstion of air theough
the cave, even without othar alr detection devices.
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Biologys Four=lils Cave is of spscial interest besause it marks the westernmest
locality reecord for the neotenic salamander, cea nsotenss, and besoause & now
spscies of cambaloid milliped is recerded from 1%, were firss
reported Yy Ken Baler and are umder study ky Floyd Potter of the Universiy of
Texas., Ths cave apparermtly contains bats ut these have net been idendified.

A small collection of invertelrates was made firom the cave by James Reddell on
Jamary 26=27, 1963, tut all of the materisl has not been identified to date.
This, supplemsnted with animals seemn Uy David Kyser, makes up the following
faunal lists oviders, phalanglds (both the common harvestman and a troglobitiec
spscles), isopods, millipeds (Cambala caeca Loomis ol Cazbala NeSPe), collembola,
vhip scorpion, cave crickets, glowworms, and moths, When the cave was mapped
all members of tho party weres found to have been bitten thousands of times,
with those entering the lower levels the mest heavily bitten. It is not kmown
vhat caused these highly irritating bites, A bone of 2 eow or bison (Bos or
A.son) was removed from the cave by Holmes Semken. It had obviously besn washed
Cave.

Historyi The cave is locally well-known and is frequently visited by high schoal
boys and boy scouts. It was first explored ly spelunkers on Dscember 28, 1955,
by Warme HeAllister and David Kyser, mmmaﬂnm‘bﬁmﬂuﬁm
woekent of 1956 by Ken Bakar, Willie Kostks, Wayns McoAllister, and David Kyser
and a ocllestion of salamenders made, Since that time numercus trips by sembers
of the University of Texas Grotte have besn mads. A rough, very incomplste map
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was made of the cave ly Wayne MeAllister and David Kyser on Desember 28, 1955,
A new map of the cave was begun by James Reddell, Ruben M. Frank, and Margared
Frank on January 26«27, 1963. At that time about 1500! of passage was mapped.

Bibliography: Anonymous, "Sally Cave," The Texas Caver, po 5. May, 1956, Re=
printed in Spelso Digest 1556, pe 1-65. PIESUirgh Urotte Prass, March 1957

Baker; James K, - of and Key to the Neotenic ea of Texas."
The Southwestern Naturalist, Vol. 6, Part 1, pp. 27=32, Jume 1961,
EsteE, JEmeE W, —NGTSWGRTHy Caverns of Texas." Texas Almsnsc: 1961-1962, po 63.

A.Ho Belo Corp., 1961,
Frank, Ruben M, "Cave Paleontology: Part II." The Texas Caver, Vol, VI; No. 8,
Po 95, Augnst, 1961,
Kyser, David. "The Fauna of Centex Caves," The Texas Caver,; pp. 2=3. July 1956,

Kyser, David, "Salley & Saltillo Javes," The Texas Caver, Pe 5o Novembere
December, 1956,

Wmm’ Donald Lo’ ed, Texas Cave S » Vel, 1’ Ne. 2’ PPe 1546! Ram
in Speleo Digest 1958, pp. 1=313, 3I5. Pittsturgh Grotto Press, May 1959,
Ref: TSS files

FRUSTRATION PIT Val Verde County (# 9)
Shumla 15' Guadrangle
Ovmer: Arnem Humphries

Descriptions The emtranse to the cave is a round hele in ths bed of 2 small dry
creek. It drops a total of about 30! as a ¢limbable sink. A passage absut 50!
long at the bottom ends in mud fill. It was explered by Tommy Fvans and Jim
Temison on November 7, 1960

Ref: 78S files

H. T. MIERS CAVE Val Verde County (# 33)
Dry Devils 15' Quadrangle
Owners Ho To Miers

Descriptions The entrance to ths cave is lecated about 3' above and slightly te
the west side of a normally dry streambed. An impressivesink, it is about 20°
wide and 507 long, dropping 20' to 2 breakdownw-covered floor. To the south a
10® wide, 5' high breakdown=floored passage slopss down to & room out of which
a hole leads a few feet to a 15' unclimbable drop. At the bottom of the drop
there iz a 20° long, 20" high room floored with breakdown. At the emd of this
room there is a 28! unclimbeble drop. There is a climbatle 8° drep about 15¢
farther on, followad by a 6 unclimbable drep. A narrow slet has formed at the
top of this drop, where the water running intc the cave is channelled

floods, This drops into a gravel and small treakdown-floored circular room at
the back of which a 3% high, L' wide hole admits one into a narrow fissure
rumning perpindicular to the length of the roome. This fissure is 20° high and
it is necessary to chimney up it and onte a large Lrea

Here the ceiling rises an additiomal 20' to a flat ceiling. The passage at
this point is about 5' wide, The breakdomm plug is about 15' long. At this
point the passage drops 70! into an elongated ream about 10' wide and 30' long.
At the bottom of this pit a small crawl leads a few feet to two pits, one about
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20¢ deep and the other about 15' deep. At the bottom of this, the cave drops
an additional L4O' into a room containing two 70'-80" high domes, What appears
to be a2 passags on the wall above the floor of this room goes nowhere. A passape
leads from the room as a 6'=7' high, L*=5¢ wide passage resembling a sewer pips
and extends back towards the entrance as & lower level parazllel passage, After
about 150 a crawl to the left extends to a small room from which another crawl
leads, roughly paralleling the main passapge of the cave, but it remains unex-
plored, After another 200f down the wmain passage, a 20" wide, 70% long, 30' high
room, tha Junction Room, with two hipgh domes in the ceiling, is encountered.
Contimuing along the main passage there is a 15' climbable drop over breakdown
into a 5'=10' wide, 5'=20' high passage which extends for about 300° to a S0V
high, 60" long, 25' wide mud-filled room, From the Mud Room a small passage
extends for 100' where a tight muddy crawl leads about 20 to a tiny room con-
taining an intermittent pocl. From the Junction Room a passage leads to the
right at the entrance of the room over and down a double pit of 15%=207 bsfore
coming to an unclimbable 20" drop into the Blg Room. This room is floored with
largs slabe of mud-covered breakdown, It measures about LO' high by 60' long
and LO! wide. On the left side, an extension of the room about 30" wide leads
over large boulders for 70' before ending in mud fill and breakdown. Chimneys
at the snd of this extension lsad to what appears to be a passage but is plugged
with mud. Cracks bstween the blocks of treakdown drep 15' but lead to mo passape,
On the opposite side of the roem from the drop imto it a 15' pit in the break-
down leads to a 6% high, L' wide passage which extends for several humdred feek
and contains several dreps of 6'~15'. Several pools of water along the passapge
contain amphipeds. This passage ends in fill;, but a few feel before the end a
small hole leads up into a Lj0'=50" high, 10* wide fissure passage ruming pere
pindicular to the stream passage., It is floored with much large breakdown and
mad, After about 200' large slabe of treakdown block the passage at floor level,
although the ceiling is 209=l0" above the blocks. It is, however, impossitle
to climb over the breakdown without specizl esquipment. The cave takes much water
during floods and the unsxplored passages are quite promising. Care should be
taken in exploring the cave because of sudden floods to which it {8 subject,
Sticks wedped on the highest ceilings of the cave, over a huxired feet atove
floor level, are evidence that the cave fills complstely during heavy floods,
The total depth of the cave is about 300', Temperature taken in August, 1959,
at the entrance was T7°F; whils the temperature of the first room was 65’1?0

(See map, pages 31=32)

Histery: The cave has been knawn to the rancher for many years and during the
foot=end=mouth disease epidemic thousands of dead geats and sheep were dumped
into the cave. There is no sign of these now until you reach the lower levels
where mud banks are filled with bones. The cave was first reported by Floyd
Potter, a University of Texas biolopist; tut he did not explore 2ll of it. It
was entered in the first part of 1959 by M1l Russell, Reger Scrrells, and
Thomas R. Evans of the University of Texas Grotte. On this trip they explored
all of the cave with the exception of the crawl to the left after the drops
and the Big Room and passage leading from it, The same group, with the addition
of Tom Thite, retwned te the cave in mid-August to finish explering and map
the cave, They mapped the save to the top of the drep out of the Rig Roomy; a
total surveyed distanse of about 1500': The next trip to the cave was made on
June 9, 1962, when James Reddell, Sharon Woolsey; David McKenzie, and Terry
Raines visited the cave. At this time they explered the "passage" lsading off
of the top of the Big Room, Of consideratle interest was a sudden rain occurring
whils the members of ths exploratien party were in the cave, Upon arriving at



the bottom of the chimmey on the way out of the cave, water was f
over the 28! drop and running into the treskdown floor of the room. Where the
or

water gees from here is not known since it did not appear at the bottom along
the sides of the 70" pit, Although heavy dripping had been noted in the Big
Room nothing was thought of it, The map, hewever, shews that this room rums
directly under the creek and; therefore, is prebably connected by fairly open

joints to the suwrface, Although much water ran into the cave and the creek was
found to bs rumning over 3' desp, the location of the sink prvented heavier
ﬂmgo

Tﬂ.hlg.ﬂ :2Anorwnous. "News." The Texas Caverg Vol, VIIp No, 6’. Pe 83¢
m’ 1]
Estes; James Ho "Noteworthy Caverns of Texas." Texas Almanacs 1961-1962,
Po 63. AJHo Belo Corp., 1961,
Evans, Thomas Ro "Ho To Miers Cave.” The Texas Caver, Vol. IV, No. 6, pp. 5«8
November-December 1959, Reprinted in Speleo Digest: 1959, pp. 1-282, 283, 28k,

Pittsturgh Grotto Press,; April 1961, i

Ref: TSS files

HORSESHOE RANCH LEFT HAND CAVE Val Verde County (# 20)
Feely 15! Quadrangle
Owners E. Co Robertson Ransh

Description: The entrance to the cave faces almost due nerth and overlooks the east
branch of Cow Creek, It is in a massive limestone bluff about 80° high, formed
of the Edwards limestons of Cretaceous age, The stons the cave 1s in has a gray
to buff=brown color. The bluff is capped by a thick member of alternating flaggy
limestone and chert which comes in only a foot or two above the opeming of the
cave, A 60'-70' steep talus slope lies at the base of the bluff and must be
climbed to reach the cave, The cave is one passage about 20! wide and 12% high,
extending back into the cliff at a decided upward pitch for 60'=75¢ at which
point the ceiling more or less reaches the floor, There is much i1l of flaggy
limestone which appears to have fallen off the celling in more recent times,

Archeologys The cave was excavated February 13-19, 1936, under the direction of
AMo Woolsey of the University of Texas., It was only partially excavated,
however, since it was "soon discevered that what material was accessille had
been badly disturbed by pothunters and could be of little if any significance.
A total of only twenty-seven artifacts came from this part of the excavation.
At the entrance of the cave there was a deposit of typical midden material
to thirty-six inches in depth. It consisted of dust; ashes; bits of rock, sotol
quids, fragments of matting, and lechugilla fiber. This deposit yielded ths
?w&:tngy-sa;;uﬁagrtﬂmta which were taken from this side of the exggvation.”

ery

Bibliography: Butler, Charles Thotﬁsaon, Jdre A West Texas Rock Shelter. MA Thesis,;
University of Texas, May, 1948, wii plus 95 pages.

Graham, John Allen and Jilliam A. Davis. M of the Archecle Resources
of Diablo Reservoir, Val Verde 8xaS, page bo Ire o
Salvage Program Flield UZfioe. Kugust 1958,

Reddell, James, "The Amistad Dam Reservoir." The Texas Caver, Vol. VII; No. kg
Ps L7e April, 1962,

Woolseyy; Ao Mo "Field Notes, Horseshee Ranch Cave; Mrs, Martin Kelly Cave, Val

Verde County." Unpublished ms on fils in the Antlwropology Department, University

of Texas, 1936,
Ref: TSS files
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HORSESHOE RANCH RIGHT HAND CAVE Val Verde County (# 21)

Feely 15' Quadrangle
Owmners Ro Co Robsrtson Ranch

Description: The entrance to the cave faces almost due north and overlooks the east

ranch of Cow Creek; an intermittent stream running northeast-southwest., It is
in a half-mile long, eighty foot high bluff composed of Edwards limestone of
Cretaceous age. The hluff is capped by a thick member of alternating flaggy
limestone and chert which comes in only a foot or two above the actual opening
of the cave. The cave consists of a large, fairly level room about thirty feet
wide, L42' long and averaging 5' high, "The room contains one or two very large
blocks of limestone which fell from the ceiling apparently at soms time during
or after its period of occupancy. There is midden material benmsath these tlocks
and the undersides show signs of smok®..o Low down to the left in the rear wall
of this front room is an opening eighteen inches high and about two feet wide.
This is the entrance to a kind of narrow passage two to four feet wide and ten
to twenty feet high which may extend back a considerabls distance., There is
som® indication that the two caves may have besn comnected at seme time priar
to human occupanoy. This possible cormecting pessage shows no signs of human
habitation..." (Bluu" 19153)

Archaeologys: The cave contains a typical midden deposit reaching a depth of 36"
at some points, A total of 466 specimens were taken from this cave as compared
with only 27 artifacts from the left-hand cave. The artifacts which commrise
the collection were all taksn from the debris of the front room of the cave,
The cave was apperently thoroughly excavated and little remains to be taken out.
"The primary observation of Horseshoe Ranch Cave reveals the fact that it must
be regarded as a unit site. Such stratigraphic data as were collected during
the excavation reveals no perceptible change in culture throughout the entire
period of occupation. There is no clue as to the length of the period of ocsu=
pation other than the fact that it was sufficiently long to allow the acoumila-
tion of some thirty-six inches of midden debris. It is possilble only to suggest
the remote extremes which could serve as temporal boundaries to the period of
habitation. As only the remains of now living plants and animals were found,
it seems reasonable to assume that the cave was not occupied prior to the Recent.
There is no trace of any sert of white contact, which would indicats that occu=
pancy terminated prior te the end of the sixteenth century..." (Butler, 1948)
A study of the cultural msterial indicates that it is prebably a late Pecos River
Site.

Bibliography: Butler, Charles ony, Jre. A West Texas Rock Shelter. MA Thesis,
University of Texas., May, 1948, vii plus Y5 pages.

Graham, John Allen and William A, Davia, Appraisal of the Archeslogical Resources
of Diable Reservoir, Val Verde c;o\é.nﬁ!. Texas, page O. 190 LogLoal
Balvags Program Field Office, Ausein, rm’ August; 1958,

Reddell; James, "The Amistad Dam Reservoir." The Texas Caver, Vol, VII, Noo ks
Peo ll?o 11.'1:“11, 19620

Woolsey, A. My "Field Jotes, Horseshoe Ranch Cave, Mrs. Martin Kelly Cave, Val
Verde County." Unpublished ms on file in the Anthrepology Department, University

of Texas, 1936,
Ref: TSS files
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JAVALINA CAVE (L1VV109) Val Verde County (# )

Shumla 15' Quadrangle
Owners Rufus (Bob) Williams

Description: "This shelter is located in a high bluff of the Rio Grande canyon
several miles above the mouth of the Pecos, It measures about 60 feet across
and has a depth of 30 feet. A high ceiling adds considerably to the sisze of
the shelter. There is a very extensive burned rock talus in front of the
shelter, suggesting long and intensive habitation of the site, The depesits
within the shelter are dry and may be expected to bs very productive. The
midden soil probably attains a depth of 5 feet or more," (Orazham and Davis, 1958)
A crawlway at one end was not fully explored because of the presence of javalina
in it at the timej it was estimated to be at least }j0'«50' long. The entrance
to the crawl is 6' wide and 3.5-4.0 feet high,

Archseology: The cave was of particular interest as it represented cns of the
relati few outstanding shelters with a wminimum of leoting, It was excavated
by the Val Verde County Archaeslegical Soclety in 1959=1960, Of interest is a
zigsag petroglyph carved in the rear wall of the shelter. There is no evidence

of pictographs.
Bibliography: Graham, Jehn Allen and William A. Davis, é%of the Archeologieal

Resources of Diablo Reserveir, Val Verds s Texas, Ject o
Kgency Archeolegical Salvage Program, page bl. August, 1958
Ref: TSS files
Jehmny Creer
MCEEE BEND CAVE Val Verde County (# 31)

Dry Devil 15¢ Quadrangle
Owmer: Ho To lHiers

Descriptions The emtrance to the cave is located slong the side of Red Hluff Creek,
about 20' above the bed of the cresk., It is a 6'-87 in diameter hole
vertically for 40!, Near the bottom it is 10'=20' and circular in shape. A joint
at the emtrance strikes N30°E, Any possible passages from the bottom are now
filled with mud, A cable ladder or rope is nscessary for the explaration of the
cave, A rattlesnake on a small ledge a few feot below the entrance struck a caver
and, missing, fell into the cave. It was not seen, however, &t ths bottem se
apparently crawled away. A dead tarantula was found at the bottom of the cave,
It was explored by T.R. Evans in the summer of 1961,

Raf: 7SS files

MARSHALL BAT CAVE Val Verde County (# 6)

No quadrangle

Omner: Gilbert Marshall

Descriptions The emtranse to the cave is 90' above Evert Canyon and about 150' back

from the canyon walls along a 50' wide lrsakiown slope obviously representing an
unroofed portion of the cave. The passage is about 3! high and about LO!' wide



with a 6' high crack in the csiling near the left wall. The
passage 1s coversd with dirt, After about 100' the pa:
the Wind Tummel, where a strong breeze blows, Beyond the Wind Tunnel a steep
breakiown slope leads up from the bottem of The Culph for o
Two wooden ladders have bsen placed here to

of the olimb out of The Gulph the ge is 50¢
covered with a white limestens dust, On the left side of the passage it slopes
off steeply and dreps 10'=20' at & steep angle, After 200' a small realdown
slope lsads up to a squars 6! in diameter artificisl shaft rising 135' to the
surface above the bluff, About 50' beyond the shaft a steep drop=off
down into the Bat Room. large slabs of lreakdewn line the left wall while the
center and right part of the passage is covered with gvane. This room is about
50! wide, 150" long, and 20! high, At the end of this room the ceiling drops
steeply and the cave floor becomes more steep. A hreakdown slope leads down
for about LO' to a 2'«3! high, 50'=50' wide passags about 10' above the eleva=
tion of the entrance, The floor of this passage is covered with a crust of
gypsum which when broken revsals gypsum flowers, needles, and gypsum hair lying
under the crust. A layer of chert nodules has been exposed the cel
covered with nodules protruding several inches from the ceiling. A largs,
beantiful gypsum flower was found growing on one of these nodulas which had
fallen from the ceiling and been covered with the gypsum crust, After about
350" a 3! rise occurs to a shelf, which exteads back about 30' befere dropping
off along a steep breakiomn slope which descends for a total vertical distance
of 15'«20' before basoming too small, (Ses map, page 36)

Blology: Although ths cave had a very large bat population as late as the 1940's
the drilling of the shaft resulted in a very strong air circulation and the
subsequent leaving of the cave by the bats, Several thousand bats probably
remain in the cave; but when the cave was mapped on Jamuary 1, 1963, only two
or three bats were seen, A preliminary collection of invertelrate fauna was
made by James Reddell and Bill Russell at thistime., Only the beetles and
spiders have been identified to date. A faunal list followss

Spiderss

S BP¢

;%E Us 8pe
8Po
Filistatinella orassipalpis Certsech

Thysanura
Cave crickets
loths

Ante

Beetles:
Tenebricnidae - Cryptoglossa gramulifera Champion
Bate

3
i
§
1
£s

History: The cave has been known lecally for a number of yesars because of the large
mmber of bats seen coming from the enmtrance., In 1945 the owner, Gilbert Marshall,
excavated a shaft into the back of the cave and removed 250 toms of guano from it.
Although still open, no mining is presently being done in the cave. It was first
entered by spelunkers onm March 10, 1957, by members of the University of Texas
Grotto. The cave was mapped by Dick Smith, Bl1l Russell, and James Reddell of
the University of Texas Grotte on Jamuary 1, 1963,

Bibliography: Anonymous. "News: Unlversity of Texas," The Texas Caver, Vol. VIII,
Noo 1; po To January, 1963,
Estes, James H, "Noteworthy Caverns of Texas." Texas Almanac: 1961-1962, p. 63,
A.Ho Belo Corp., 1961,
Widener, Donald L., ed, Texas Cave 5 Volo 1, Noo 2, Po o Reprinted in

Spelee Digest 1958, page 1=3lj, Pittsburgh Gretto “‘5:!."%3‘%2{;.
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MOOREHEAD CAVE (PECOS RIVER HICH ERIDGE CAVE) (LAVV55) Vel Verde County (# 17)
Mouth of Peces 15! Quadrangle
Owner: Pate Bell Ranch (Brotherton, Galk, Calk)

Deseription: The emtrance to the cave is L0' wide and 20 high; the overall length
is 235', There is a second entrance about 100¢ south and 25%=30* above the main
entrance in a sheer rock face. The back of ths shelter is covered with
and small breakdown, About 150! inside the cave the passage widens to 60'=80?
and a steep lreaklown slope leads for about 50' and up about 30' to the second
entrance, The ceiling height in the back of the cave is from 25'-§5* high, At
the end of the cave a passage 10%«l12' above the floor was not explored, but it
is rumored to extend a considerable distance.

Archasologys The front half of the shelter is filled with gray, ashy cultural
debris, full of fiber and bwrned limestone rocks. In the mouth are boulders
containing abrasions and mortar holesj the latter range 1 inch to 2 feet in
depth, and L to L inches in diameter. Mortar holes are also abundant in
boulders and on the limestons ledges below the shelter., Comcentrated talus
extends at least L5 feet below the entrance. The cave was excavated by the
Smithsonian Institution under the direction of Frank M, Setzler from February
%o Juns, 1933, The following is Setzler's repert on the caves "In the large
one, known as Moorshead Cave, a very interesting burial was disclosed. Near
the west wall; just below the surface of the deposit, was a thick stratum of
yucca leaves and debris which rested on and around large limestone blocks,

Under the stones were small branches from the persimmon, shin ocak, and mountein
laurel, with the leaves still attached. Beneath this covering of limbs were
several complete mats somewhat similar to fragments found during the previous

two seasonsi, Five large mats, some of them painted, were in a rather good state
of preservation and were wrapped around a body and tied with lech cordage
and split leaves, When the mats were folded back we found the ed bonss
of 2 middle agsd woman, Beneath the bones encireling the midriff was a narrow
band of matting, This, weven in practically the same mannsr as the large mats,
may have served as a belt., Bsneath the pelvic bones was what appeared to be a
small skirt or pad made of either fur or apocymum. Several strande oft}re#j__'lh;
cordags served as apron strings, These were the only objects found wi e
body. Directly beside this woman, enclosed in a beautifully woven mat, painted
on one side with red squares and dots in the center of each square; were frag=
ments of a disarticulated adult mele skaleton. The bones had been broken and
then burned befors burial in the mat, Both bodies had been placed in a large

pit lined with grass, Such a combination of cremated amd flesh burials

adjacent to each other in the same grave is very unusual... Numerous simllarities
and a few variations ares significant when a comparison is made between the
cultural material from these caves /I.e. Moorehead Cave and Goat Cave 7 and those
dug in the previous seasoms, No ence of corn was found in either of the two
caves; which was rather surprising since thers were such large guantities of corm
cobs farther west. Over 300 various types of complete flint projectile points
wers recovered, whereas only a few were found in the Chises Mountain region,

The typical split-stitch type of coiled basketry farther west is not the dominant
type in the Pecos, although it does occeur, It is superseded by a typs known as
the interlocking stiteh with a single~-bundle foundation, The accouterments
associated with the adult burials in the lMcorehead and Goat Caves exeel the few
artifacts associated with child burials uncovered in Brewster and Presidie
Counties.® (m’ 193&)
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MOTH HOLE Val Verde County (# 15)
Mouth of Pscos 15' Quadrangle

Osmer: Fate Ball Ranch (Brotherton, Calk, Calk)

Descriptions The cave is losated about 225! above ths Pecos River on & line of
vertical cliffs about 20' from the top, It may be reached by following a small
ledps formed along the beddinp-plane shat the cave is
to the cave is 6' high by 3' wide. After about 30' the ceiling drops
it remairs the seme width., It contimmes this size for
& perpindiculay eross joimt occurs, At this point the height is 5%,
Shortly after the cress joint the celling drops to 2' and continmes for
befere it beeomes higher, Here a 2' wide, 4" high hole leads 5' to the cliff
fase. Excavation in soft dirt on the floor would allow entrance te the
From here the cave continues for about 20" as a 1'=3' high crawl, ending in dirs
£ill. The floor is covered with a fine, powdery dust, and when it was explored
en September 30, 1962, thousands of moths inhabited it. The cave appears to
parallel the cliff face about 5' firom it. The total length of the cave is about
1257, It was explored by James Reddell, mmpamam,ggggmu.m

! Ref: files

MURRAH CAVE (WHITE'S INDIAN CAVE) Val Verde Ceunty (# L)

No quadrangle
Owmers: Ted White

Description: "A musber of caves of varying siges are found in this bank /i.e, of
the Pecos River /, but Murrah Cave, the largest of them all, is
with evidense of prehistoric ococupation, It is located approximately two hundred
feet above the water level of the river, and sixty feet from the top of the cliff,
It extends back into the cliff one hundred and twentyefour fest, is twenty-four
feet wide at its mouth, thirty-five feet wide

from the entrance, thirty-ceven feet wide at sixty feet from the entrante, and
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narrows domn abruptly to a passage-way only
twenty=four feet farther. Ths floor has only a slight dip dowmwerd for fifty
feet where the decline beeomes apmroximately thirty persent to the rear. The
ceiling in the mouth of the ecave is nine feet and six inches frem the floor,
It is almost level for about eighty feet back where it begins til

Toward the rear it is approximately twenty-five feet from the floor. Humamn
occcupation was confined largely to the comparatively level stretch of floor
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in the fronmt fifty feet, Beshind this the bats have lived, and the guano is
from two to three feet desp," (Holden, 1937) (See map, page L0)

Archasologys "The ash heap in the farward fifty feet of the cave varied frem
esn inches to fifty-two inches in thickness., The ashes were light, dry,
and dusty. It was nscessary for msmbers of the party to wear respiraters
while workingss. No burials were found, hewever, it is possible that some may
be found in the area still to be excavated. The only evidense of human bones
was an articular end of a lewer jaw, It is significant that this fragment was
charred, This wight denote one of three facts: attempts at cremation, carmiba=
lism, or carelessness in handling of skeletal material by the ancients... All
the evidence indicates that the inhabitants of Murrah Cave were prehistoris.
Nothing was found to indicate they had ever come in contact with Euwropean
civilization, If the last persons to live in the cave left before the arrival
of the white race, ons may surmise from the amount of ashes that the first
inhabitants date back a considerable period before the beginning of histerie
tims, The pesple had primarily a sotel culture, and were entirely without
pottery. Their skill lay in the mking of cordage and exquisite flint arti-
facte " (Hﬂm.ﬂ’ 1937)

Paleontolegys The following vertebrate remains were found in the caves buffale,
raceeon, jackerabbit, cottontall rabbit, ring-tail cat; badger, kit-fox or
"swift" coyote, wolf, deer, antelope, turtle, terrapin, rat, s coati-
mundi, ecelot; several kinds of fish, and several kinds of birds, A mummified
rat was found on a narrew ledge of the wall just belew the ash lewvel, Several
fragments of horned toads ( cornatum) ware found at various depths,
Smail shells and several sps of mupsel shells were alsc found,

History: "The existence of the cave was first reported to the Department of History
and Anthropology / of Texss Technologieal collop_?'tvl‘r. Wylis Pucket$.co In
March, 1936, Mr, W, G, MeMillan and the writer, accempanied by Mr. Puckett,
visited the eave for two daym. A convinced us that the site was rich in
materials and had been molested very little... The expedition was sent out under
the auspises of the West Texas luseum..." (Holden, 1937) The cave at that time
was owned by Jim Murrah, Members of the Ozena Grotte emtered and partially

explored the cave several years a They were unable to complete explorati
howaver, because great hurga of ﬁ'm continually got in their eyes, g,

Bibliography: Grahem, John Allen ard William A, Davis, A of the Archeol
ical Resourees of Diablo Reservoir, Val Verde County, Texas, pa;"&'; T'Fr—nja
of the Inter-Agency Archeolog Vage Program. August, L9

o
Holdem, V. Co "Excavation of Murrah Cave.,"” Bulletin of the Texas Archaeological
and Palsortological Seciety, Vol. 9, pages TiB=73. September, 1937c
Jackson, L. Tcy compilero ost Texas Caves and Sheliers." The Caves of Texas
pags 7ho Mulletin Ten of the National Speleelegical Socisty. April, 19hBo
Reddell, James. "The Amistad Dam Ressrvoir.," The Texas Caver, Vol., VII, No. b,
Po LT. April, 1962,

Widener, Donald L., edo Texas Cave S Volo 1, Noeo 25 ppo 15 and 17, Re=
printed in Spelec Di > o Pittsburgh m@u Press, May 1959,
Widensr, Donald L., eds s Vola 1y Noo Ly po ido

Refs TSS files
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OBERKAMPF CRAWINAY CAVE Val Verds County (# )

No quadrangle
Owner: Oberkampf Ranch

Description: Oberkampf Crawlway Cave 1s located about one mile north of Oberkampf
Ranch Cave, It is emtered through a very inconspicuous sinkhole 3' in diameter,
This sinkhole drops 15' to the top of a mound of hreakdown in the center of the
entrance room, The entrance room is 200" long, 15! high and up to 70* wide.
Along the south wall btreakiosm is piled to nsar ths ceiling, but the east and
north sections of the room are open and contain several impressive colummns and
flowstons banks, A low passage leading east from the entrance room emds after
about 507 in slab breakdown, From the west end of the room the passage extends
for which the cave is named, a crawlway 2'=3: high and 30'=~lj0¢ wide, Just bee
fore the end of the crawlwsy, about 250' from the entrance room, there is a 17!
high, 30* in dliameter room. West from this room a walking passage extends for
LO* to a dead=end, The floor of the crawlway is composed of an upper layer of
clay, gypsum, and brown organic materlial underlain by a white crystalline gypsum
sand, In places there are depesits several inches thick of the brown organie
material, This material doss not appear to be guano., It is quite light and can
eagily be crushed into a powder. The cave is quite dry and no animals were
noted when it was visited on Jamuary 27, 1963, but a careful search should pre=
duce scme, It was explered and mapped by Eill Russell; T.R. Evans, Elll Bell,
and Terry Raines, (See map, page
Ref: TSS files

OPERKAMPF RANCH CAVE Val Verde County (# )

No quadrangle
Owner: Oberlampf Ranch

Description: Oberkampf Ranch Cave is located on the high divide between the Psces
and Devil's Rivers a2t an elsvation of about 2100 fest. The cave is entered
through a ' x 57 sink dropping 13' into a amall room. When the cave was first
diseovered the ranch foreman a large tree grew from the entrance almost
completely blocking the cave. The foreman was interested in caves and upen
climbing down the entrance drop he found a toc=small hole which he enlarged to a
crawlway, This short crawlway opems into a dirt-floored passapge 10! high and
150t wide, A right branch leads south 120' from the entrance. This 10¢
high, 15'-20' wide passage ends after 150' in an oval room 50' long and 25' wide.
Further into the cave, along the entrance passags and past the branch leading
to the oval room, there is ancther south-trending passage. This second south
passage is connected with the oval room passage by two short comnecting steep~
ways, Bsyond the connecting stoopways the second south passage trends southeast
and leads to a 50! x LO! room, East from this room a passage leads for LO' to a
emaller room and then under a low arch to a terminal roem. The entrance passage,
still 15«40t wide, continues east past the second south passage to its end in a
formation area 500' from the entrance, The total length of passage in the cave
is 152817 of which all but about 100' is at least 10" wide and higho The floors
are dirt, flowstone, or small breakiown. It was completely dry when visited en
Jamu-yi'b 1963, during a dry period, but the presence of gypsum in the cave
dirt would indicate that the cave is usuvally dry. It was mapped with brunton
and type on January 27, 1963, by Bi1l Russell, Terry Raines, Rill Bell, and
ToRo Evans, (See map, page Ll;)
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Geology: The cave passages have two typical aross-seoctions: those in which
kes a right angle with the wall; and the ceiling is gently archedj
which the ceiling is almost flat and the walls slope irsmard,
about half of the passage. In several
ges pass under low arches the ceiling is covered with small
o This scalloped ceiling appears
cave was belew the water table, Early in the
the whole ceiling of the cave was probably scalleped, but
28 upward solution reached a relatively inscluble sone or the top of the water
a flat ceiling was formed, These areas now scalloped are sections of the cave
that wers drained before this process was completed,
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Biology: A collection of fauna was made on January 27, 1963, by Rill Russell,
The collection includes Trichoniscid isopods, spiders, cave ocrickets, millipeds,
and beetles. The millipeds have been identified as Cambala caeca Loomisj
while the bestles are Agorum (Rhadine) babcocki Barr, & Semi=~cave form. The
discovery of this lpee'i'g of RAAdine bectls marks an interesting range extension
since heretofore it was recorded only from caves near Sonera and Iraan. The
remainder of the material collected awaits identificatiom.

Refs TSS files

ORIENTE MILESTONE MOLASSES BAT CAVE (DOAK RANCH BT CAVE) Val Verde County (# 3L)
Devil's Lake 15' Quadrangle
Ormers Sparks Rust, Jro

Description: "The entrance is in a shallow sink about forty feet in diameter; with
2 heavy growth of brush and several large trees in the bottom,; The cave leaves
the sink on the south side as a herizontal passage about ten feet high and twenty=
five feet wide., Fifty feet in; where the passage has narrowed to ten feet Ly
ten feet, there is a lower passage which apparently carries some of the run-in
water when it rains. This passage is small and 18 blocked by washed=in trash
after about thirty feet. FPFast this lranch the passage narrows, then emsrges
into the main chamber of the cave. Here, for three hunired feet, the passage
is about twenty feet wide and thirty-five feet high, MWMany bats live in the domes
in the ceiling, but there is not much guano, One of the bats was captured and
found to be a Myotis, At ths end of this passage the cave drops about ten feet
and turns right as a small crawlway, There is & deposit of sticks and mud all
through the fifty foot crawlway; evidently it forms a siphon in wet weather,
After the orawl, the cave makes a right angle turn and emerges in a small room.
The passage leaves the rcom about seven feet high and six feet wide; makes a
right angle turn, squeezes down to three feet hipgh, and passes Ly the cave's only
formation; a heavy two foot long stalactite, The passage then enlarges to six
by 8ix feet and goes a mmdred and fifty feet to an eleven foot drop. A cable
ladder is necessary here. After the drop the cave goes back under itself in a

as

8ix foot
passage, At the end of this passags, the floor slopes down ten feet into a room.
This room is about twerty feet long and fifteen feet wide. Dirt covered ledges
near the ceiling lead only to dead-end crawlways. From this room the main
passage contimues through a small hole for about feet, where it angles
the left as a small crack, goes down two small drops, and finally ends after a very
rough crawlwaey going through a six inch hole, This would be a bad place in wet
weather, as tractor tires have washed in from the entrance through holes smaller
than the tires, The total length of the cave is one thousand feet including
side passapes, Swurveying was done with a hand compass and a one hundred foot
steel tape, The surveying and exploration teok about fowr heurs, including a
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trip out for a cahls ladder." (Russaelly, 1959) It was mapped by Ropger Sarrslls,
Tommy Evans, and Ri1l Russell of the University of Texas Grotto on May 7, 1959,
It had been located on a praviocus trip, The total depth of the cave is 60Y.

The name derives from several historie landmarks., The old Mexico Oriente raile
road grade ran near the cave, but the tracks were never laid; at the turnoff to
the cave there is a milestone amd a large molasses tank; and the cave is inhabi-

ted by bats, (See map, page Lé)

Ribliographys Estes; James H, "Noteworthy Caverns of Texas." Texas Almanacs 1961-1962,
Pe 639 Ao Ho Belo Corpe, 1961,
Russell, Bill, "Oriente Milestone Molasses Rat Cave.," The Taxas Caver, Vol. IVg
Noo 3. PPe 8-9o Uay-d‘tm., 19590
Ref: TSS files

PUTRID PIT val Verde County (# 8)
Shumla 15' Quadrangle
Owner: Arnem Humphriss

Description: The cave entrance is a roumd 3' in diameter hole dropping vertically
for 10° into the center of 2 20' in diameter cirsular reom, A large pile of
trash covers the floor of the cave., No passages lead out of ths room;, which is
about 20°' deep, It was explored ly James Reddell amrl Tommy [vans on HNovember 5,
1960,

Ref: TS5 files

QUIGC SINKHOLE (QUICG'S VATER WELL) Val Verde County (# 26)
Dry Devil 15' Quadrangls
Omers: Poochis Quigg

Description: The entrance to the cave is lecated in a shallow draw and is about
127 in diameter, A windmill sits over the entrance and the rancher pumps water
for sattls from the cave, The water flow is about B gallons per mimmte. The
cave drops vertically for LO', where a ledge, slick and rotten with mess; treaks
the drep, At this point it is possible to look up at the ceiling several feek
above the ledge, which appears to at least partizlly circle the room. From the
ledge one drops along one wall of the room and beside the windmill pipe for an
additional 80, The last 20° or 30' are frse from the wall, Sheer, fluted
cliffs rise on one aide for about 150' from the bottom of a hreakdown "moutain”
lying beneatl. the entrance, while on the other side a stesp lreakdown sleps leads
to a narrow vertical fissure near the top of the room, The room is 220" long,
100" widey and over 100° high, At the bottom of the drop, the windmill pipe
ernters & 10' deepy, 5 in diameter metal tank. A small pipe leads from ths tank
along the trealdown slepe to the tep of a fissure at the eppesite and of the
roome, In all other directions from the tank, treakiown slepes lead down te
sheer walls with no outleds, A few small holes in breakdown lead into small
breakdown arawls and rooms, but all were not explered. Water everflowing the
tank drains into the realdown and poes through no known enferable passages.

By working a way through treakdown hlocks the size of automobiles and larger;
it is possibls to reach the bottom of a 125¢ high fissure. Following the bottom
for about 1007, the end of the fissure on this lower level 15 reached, It ands
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in beautiful orange flowstone, with a crystaleclear pool at its base, A few
feet from the end, a rotten wooden ladder leads to a ledge 15' above the cave
floor. It is necessary to lasso a stalagmite on the lodge to climb it, The
passage comtinuss over the flowstene for about 30! bsfare ending, Oreat rolls
of rusted wire were fourd on the ledge, as aleng the fissure, and LjO' above the
ledge, hooksd onte a pinnacle of rock projecting from a crawlway, is a washtub.
The walls at this point are unclimbable. At the bottom of the ledge, beside a
rotten log, there lies an ancient gallon canteen still filled with water.
following the water pipe from the tank at the entrance, it is possible to climb
along and up the breakdown slepe to the tep of the fissure at the end of the
entrance room. Here the pipe has been laid along the top of the 125! deep
fissure, itself 3'=5!' wids and completely unchimeyable. A
level passage has collapsed into the lower level and a pit
formed, The pipe was laid ty chiselling out places on the sidss of the
and laying hoards across it, the remnants of which may be found at the bottem
of the fissure., How far back it 1s to the source of the water is net
A photegraph taken of the room revealed a larges leg placad over a gap in
ledge at the LO' level indicating that this may have been the way the ori
explorers of the cave reached the stream, The following animals were seen in
the cave: one frog, bsetles, and cave crickets. A well drilled
from the cave, at a depth of 60! hroks intc a 90! void filled
wall pumped 60 gallons per mimuts for several weeks after which it pumped a
consistent 8 gallons per mimute, Quigg Sinlhole appsars to hesad in this direc-
tion: At the ranch house an oil well struck a cave at about this same lavel,
They lost the drill stem, so a man was lowered into the cave to recovar it.
He reported that he could not see the walls in any direction with a 3=cell
flashlight, The cave is formed in the Devil's River limestoms, (See map, page L9)
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Meteorology: A series of temperatures were taken in the cave on September, 1960,
These are as follows:

Alr Water
Time Te ature Temperature Place
T P OFF T BoWe o¥ S hre ] vt T Gk
1:10 PoM, 66°F 65°F 0ld ladderj water in poel
3330 P, 65% 68°F Bottom of entransej water in tank
5330 Po¥, 67°F 68°r Bottem of entrames water in tank

Histarys legend has it that sometime in the 1800's seventy-five jackloads of silver
were hidden in the cave, a treasure which remaine unfournd, These sarly explorers
and others lrought back wild rumers of a hugs cave containing & river, In 1910
a windmill was built over the cave and a pipe laid back to the river, which
carried the water into a cedar tank placed at the bottom of the 120' entrance
drop, The cave was not entered again until 1942 when ons man rode a metal tank
%o the bottem of the.drop to replace the old; rotten cedar tank, From this time
untdl 1960, a2ll attempte +o enter the cave failed because of the owmer's rsluc—
tance to give permission, In September of 1960 five membsrs of the University
of Texas CGrotto obtained permission from the owner to enter the cave and find out
what condition the water pips was in. The group conzisted of James Reddall, Psb
Benfer, Mills Tandy, Alice Hirsch, and Patsy Watsen. The cave was as thoroughly
explored as possible in phe limited time availatle, although an unsuccessful
attempt was made to explore the fissure. The cave has net bsen ertered sinoe.

Bitliography: Reddell, James R. "Quigg Sinkhole Explered.” NSS News, Vol. 19,
T - M'f ::tl:r Aﬁhgl.n;m .Yll Verde C Texas, ppo 17-18, March 15
axas ° e o o
1940, Reprinted March 1950, Fom%’m‘:oongﬁo ;
Refs files
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RED HLOFF CREEK CAVE Val Verds County (# 30)

Iy Dewvil 15" Quadrangle
(mery HoTo. Mlers

Daseription: The entrarce is an 18" in diamster hole on the eouth sids of Red
Bluff Creel and acrocs the creck lrom McBze Band Cave. It opens inte the tep
of a small roonm about 20! high. 'To the right thors is & small dome, contalning
several small stalastites. To the left it drops 20f az & 107 in diamater funnel
into & room about 20! ir diameter, Any passages leadirg ovt of this roem are
now filled with mud end sllt, Harvestment and cave crickets abound. It was
explored in the summer of 1961 Ly T.R. Evans, Janes Reddaell, and Bud Frank,

Ref: TSS files

FED BLUFF SEELTER CAVE Val Verde County (# 28)
Iwy Devil 15¢ Quadrangle
Oimers HoT. Misrs

Dascription: The eutrarse %o the eave is L0' high and 20' wide and lies about
15% atove tae bed of Red Ruff Cruek, About 207 in, the cave becorws a narrow
chimnsyable erack 30' high, A 1° high, 20" long crawl floored with large,
white calelbe crystals extends to a deadwand. VWhen explered in the summer of
1961 the czve contairad thousands of flies, mosquitoes, and moths. About 100
yvards dowmnsbrean from the cave there is a 10" high, LO' long, 5' deop shelter
in very whibs limestcne and containing numscous »ed pictographs. It was
explored in the summer of 1961 by Jamws Reddall of the University of Taxas Grotteo

Refy TSS files

FOAD CUT CAVE Vel Verde County (# 32)

Iy Devil 15¢ Quadranzle

Crmsxrs Bighwey Dopsrtment

Desaription: The entrarce iz in a road out and measurss abowt 29 x 5¢; it inmedistely
opens into an 8¢ high, 109 in disneter room. A Gelus clope at the basck of this
rocm leads %o o passsge about 5' leng, which in “ura lesds to anether rocm about 70
in diameter, A small psssage from this room oxtands a feow fest befers erding.
The cedling of the first reem is very umstable, Fauma includes miliions of flies
&énd a fow bestles, A snall tree poas in fromt of the srbramse

: Ref: TSS files

SHUMLA CLIFT CAVE Vel Verde Coumbty (# k)

Shumla 15' Quadrangle

(vmars Rufus (Bob) Willigus

Doseription: The cave entrincs i3 aboud 15¢ wide and 10 high and opeas onteo a
clif? overlooking the Fio CGrands, A large brealodown slab has follen ard extends
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from the entrance for a considerable distance back into the cave, The floor is
very dry amd dusty, with many small pieces of rock lying in the dus®,
exterds baclk for 60! where expleration was stepped., The passage is 69%=10¢ high
and 5%=10' wide with flewstons formed along part of the right wall, It was
explored by James Reddell on September 29, 1962, .
Refs TSS files

SHUMIA TALUS CAVE Val Verde County (# 13)
Shumla 159 Quadrangle
Omners Rufus (Fob) Williams

Deseriptions A large bleek hes split sway from & oliff overlooking the Rio Grande
and small rocks filled ths upper pert of the crasck te form 2 eceiling, About 15¢
below the top of the eorack, solution has widened it to ferm & 3' high, 3! wide
craviwsy which runs along the side of the crack for about 20! to a sesond sntrance.
The crack itself drops as & 1'-2' wide chimmey for 50' te a third entrance.

From this entrance the cliff drops vertisally for 30!-50!, It is imposaible to
approach the cave firom any but the eastermmost entrance., Peopcorn and flowstons
heve been deposited aslong the walle. It was explered on September 29, 1962, by
James Reddell, -

Refs TSS files

TWIN SHELPERS CAVE val Verde Gounty (# 29)
Dry Devil 15! Quadrangle
Oumere H,T. Mlers

Doscriptiont Ths cave is lecated on the south wall of Red Bluff Creek and about
150% above its bed, A 10% high, 10' wide, 20t deep shelter is comnssted to
the surface sbove the bluff by a 6" wids, 30! high fissure largely filled with
small rocks. At the back of the shelter the fissure contimues for an additionmal
159, A chimcay leads up a few fest on the left wall of the shelter and connects
ity by wsy of a narrew passage, to an almest identleal shelter about 10' awsye
It was sxplorsd in the summer of 1961 by James Reddell.

Ref: T65 files

WALE CRAWL Val Verde County (# )
Deovil's Lake 15? Quadwvangle
Ovners

Descriptions The cave is & 50' long, 5'=5' wide, 2'=3¢ high rock-floored crawl.
The entrance opens into a eliff overlooking the Devil's River below Lake Walk
Dam, It was sxplered by Johmy Crees,

Ref: Johrny Creesr

-
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WHISTLING WIND CAVE val Verde County (# )

Shumla 15' Quadrangle
Ownsr:

Deseription:s The cave is lecatad 15! above the railrcad tracks on the old Shumla
spur, It is 3¢ wide and 8! high and extends about LO' to a junction., The passe
age to the left extends an additionsl L0V to a dead-end, The passags to the
right extends as a 2' high, 2' wide passage for 15' to a cemented rock: The
passage contimes bsyond this point and a strong wind current issues from it.
It was explored by Johmny Grssr, Terry Raines, and T R, Evans in December, 1962,

Ref: Johnny Greer
Terry Raines

VHITE SINKHOLE Val Verde County (# 3)
No guadrangle

Owner: Ted White

Desoription: The cave is a small sink dropping 30! to a deadeend,

Bitliographys Widensr, Donald L., ad. Texas Cave S Volo 1; Noo 25 pe 17

Reprinted in Speleo Digest 1958, page I-3ilic Pittaburgh Orotto Press, May 1959,
Refs TSS files
WHITEHEAD RANGH CAVE NO. 1 Val Verds County (# 24)

Dry Devil 15' Quadrangle (?)
Ovmer: Whitehead Ranch

Description: The cave is a 60! aink to a 500' long passage comtaining pits,
Rattlesnakes were killed in the entrance. Nothing more iz known about the cave,
which was explored Ly Mills Tandy and other membsrz of the Ozona Grotte.

Bibliography: Widener; Donald L.; ed. Texas Cave S s Vole 1y Noo 25 po 1Te
Reprinted in Speleo Digest 1958, pags 1-316. gh Grotto Press, May 1959,

Refs Mills Tendy
WHITEHEAD RANCH CAVE N0, 5 V2l Verde County (# 25)

Dry Devil 15' Quadrangle (2)
Owmer: Whitehead Ranch

Description: The cave is entered by a 10' in diameter sink about 20* desp. I%
consists of a 60! in diameter room with several short passages leading from it.
Rattlesnakes were found in the cave when it was explored by Mills Tandy amd
other members of the Ozona Orotie.
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Bibliographys Widener, Donald L., ed, Texas Cave S Velo 1; Neo 25 po 170

Reprinted in S Di 1958 =31{c Grotto Prass 1959,
epr peleo Digest » page I=31I7 g i s May
YELLOW HOLE val Verde Ceunty (# 7)

Langtry 15' Quadrangle
Omner: Co Ro Schuaubert

Description: The entrance to the cave is about 20' in diameter and drops vertically
for 77'« Ths totel length of the save does not exceed 30!, Located on the side
of a hill in the Boquillas flags the walls of the cave are made up of very loose
rocks, some of considerable size, It is, therefere; quite dangerocus, Ths cave
is located near a large yellow mineralized zoms; hence its nams, It was explored
several ysars ago by geologists who also dug a core hole nsar the cave, The cave
is unclimbables and since there is no tie-off nearty an expansion bolt is needed
to supply ome, It was visited on November 5, 1960, by Bud Frank, James Reddell,
Jim Temnison, and Graham Bell,

Refy TSS files
UNNAMED CAVE (L1vv38) Val Verde County (# )
Quadrangle:
Ownmers

Descriptions "Site VW38 is an interesting site on Satan Canyomn. Part of the
ceiling has collapsed; leaving an entrance only about 25 feet wide, Inside,
the shelter widens considerably and extends back about 50 feet, The interior
of the shelter is dark, which will make excavation rather difficult. Midden
material iz present at the mouth of the shelter and the intericr shows esvidence
of numercus fires. This sheltsr is excessively dry and should be productive."
(Grsham and Davis, 19%8)

Bibliography: Grahamy John Allen and William A, Davis, Appraisal of the Archso=
cal Resources of Diablo Reserveir, Val Verde g%,mg pages Sl=5do
Archeol ge

ject of the Inter<igency sologieal salva o August, 1958,
Ref: TSS files
UNNAMED CAVE ' val Verde County (# 10)

Langtry 15' Quadrangle
Omers Walter Babb (?)

Description: The entrance to the cave is located on the side of a cliff overlooking
a smell draw, It measures 3' x 6! wide and is elliptieal in cross-section. It
was visited by Bill Bourbon, but was not explered. It could be seen to extend
301-40" into the cliff before making a bend.

Ref: Rill Bowrben
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DOUEIFUL CAVES

WHITEHEAD RANCH CAVE NOo 2 Val Verde County (# 2a)
Dry Devil 15¢ Quadrangle (?)

Owners Whitehead Ranch

Descriptions The eave is entered Ly a 10' deep, 10! in diameter sink., It is net

known if it is mere then a shallow sink. A rettlesnake den, a tree grows out
of it and barbsd wire covers it.

Ribliegraphy: Widener, Donald L.; ed. Texas Cave Vol, 1, Ne. 2, po 170
Reprinted in Speleo Digest 1958, pege I-317c gh Grotto Press, May 1959,
Ref: Mills Tandy
WHITEHEAD RANCH CAVE NO, 3 Val Verde County (# 3a)

Dry Devil 15' Quadrangls (?)
Owner: Whitehead Ranch

Descrirtion; The cave is used as a trash dump and is now full of tin cans. The
entrance is L' in diemster and drops L' to a pile of rubhish,

Bibliograply: Widener, Donald Loy od, Texas Cave Vols. 1, Noo 25 po 17
Reprinted in Spelec Digest 1958, page L=3L7. Gretto Press, May 1959,
= Ref: Mills Tandy
WHITEHEAD RANCH CAVE NO. 4 Val Verde Comnty (# La)

Dry Devil 15' Quadzangle (?)
Ownex': Whitehsad Ranch

Descriptions The save is o shallow sink with 2 toe-small-to-enter srawlway at the
bottomo

Bibliography: Widener, Donald L.; ed. Texas Cave S Vel., 1, No. 25 po 17
Reprinted in Speleo Digest 1958, pags Y=3ITo~ PE%E‘ Grotto Press, May 1959
t Mills Tandy

UNNAMED SINK Val Verdes County (# la)
Langtry 15% Quadrangle
Owner: Guy Skijies

Description: The cave is lecated on a hill overlooking Mile Canyen, It is about
L wide, 6' long, and 10" deep, but is blocked with trash and rocks. What
appears to bs a passage aleng one side might be opened ly excavation. Twe
rattlesnakes were seen in ths sink when it was investigated by members of the
University of Texas Grotto im 1960,

Ref: TSS files
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