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Geologys The praesent form of the cave 1s probably geologically quits recent,
The gully that drains into the cave has not had time to cubt the waterfall
back from tha criginal sink more than a few feet; and in the cave it has
greatly enlarged the section near the ontrance where ercgsion was ver effec-
tive in the soft shale layers, while it has had 1ittle effect on the sec=
tions farther back in the cave that were developed in more massive gypsum,

Blolopy: Iacawse of drastic floods o which the cave is subject, little life
waa found in the cave., A small collection of beetles, splders, and amis was
made in May 1963 by James Reddell and Bill Russell,

Ref: TS5 files

CAFTURE CAVE Northwest Texas (# 20)

Ommer: Larry Campsey

Description: A 59=15% deep, 39 wide gully wums about L0O! before being captured
by & cave, The first part of the cave is about 67 high and 2937 wide, There
are sevaral short drops ard a few pools of woter. After about 757 a lowr gravel
and rock floored cyawl extends an additional 1257 before dropping 10! into a
20% wida, 15 high, 40? long room formed by baclwvard cutting of the stream as
1% runs domm into the Pease River, The cave is entirely vadose in origin. The
only fauna observed were cave crickets and hagvestmen. ' It was mapped in May
1963 by James Reddell and BI1l Russell, (Sce map, page 25)

Ref: TSS files

CEDAR CAVE Northwest Texma (# 21)

Ormars: Larry Campsey

Description: Cedar Cave 18, in gensrel; a low wide crawlway comnscting several
surface sinks with a deep canyon draining west into the Pease River. The
uppermost of thess sinks receives the waters of a largs, though normally dry,
creslkt, From this upper sink the stroam passes under 2 30' long natural tridge
and then filters through & realdowmn-filled sink into the cave mroper. At the
bogiming of the stream crawl several plis comnect with a short uppsr level that
asoon pinches oubt in slab lwreakdowm, From these pits the stream crawl extends
to the south, at first 3%-4" high and 10%=12¢ wide and bounded by breakdomn on
the east. Several small upper rooms can be reached by climbing tlhwroupgh the
treakdovm. Beyond the breakdomm the arawlway widens, being 20" wide and Lt
high when it reaches the breakdown cone at the base of ths next sink. The water
follows a small passage around the left edge of the trealdown, but the cave
can also be followed by olimbing up the Lrealdomn pile. and cut of the cave through
a small endrance; and then re-entering the cave through an entrance on the domme
stream side of the lweakdown. On thiz side of tho Wreakdown there is a room 30!
L 20* wide; and 12% high, From this room the crawlwey continuesl?t wide and
B%high, enlarging to ¥ high and 25¢ wide 200! past the reakiown room.
Then the pessage narrows; passes around = btreakdown mound, and reaches a pool
2% deep and 407 long. Beyord thiz pool the paseage again widens and, after pagsw
ing a sink entrance on the left, connects to ancther largs sink where a surface
mily enbers the cave, About 100' bayond this last eink the cave entera a
brealdom area. The maln cave contimues %o the lower canyon entrance through
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Massive treakiown, while above the first part of the Lwealkdown a room has
developeds The cave is almost entirely vadoss in oripging and has been heavily
modified by collapse, It is ivhabited by a few bats and ecave cricksts. It was
mapped in HNay 1963 by James Reddsll and Rill Ruscell. (See map, page 27)

Refs TSS files

CRUMPLIIICG CAVE Nortlwest Texas (ff 22)

Omner: Larvy Campaey

Description: The cave is loeated at the head of a small draw and is a 307 long,
2% high, L' wide crawl among very unstable bresldom. A large lrealdown slope
about 20! long extends down to the bed of the draw in front of ths cave. Watar
runs cut from among the tesakiomm after rains,

Refs TSS filew

QULLY CAVE Nowtlwest Texas (# 23)

Omner': Larry Campsay

Dagcyiption: Gully Cave is 2 small cave that is located at the lowez end of the
abondoned chamnel of the creek that now yuns thwough Cedar Csve: The weter
from this chamnal and soveral small {ribubaries has ncw been captured by the
cave and runs underground for about 200% through a cave containing much Iyeale-
down, Collapse has reachsd the surface in onae area and formed an upper entrance
neayr the lower end of the cave,

Refs 78S files

PHILLIFS CAVE Hortiwest Texas (F 24)
Oymers Jack Pillips

Description: The entrance is by way of a small sink in the center of a cultivabted
field. A pasgare oub of the bobttom of the sink leads to a 20" drop into a 20!
hipgh room, A passage fron the ceiling of this room laads %o an end in break-
dom., The total lenghth of the cave is about 100 yards,

Zibliography: BSee references # 8§ and 11,
Ref: T8S files

SHORT CAVE Northwest Texas (# 18)
Ownar: RoW. Walkup Ranch

Deserdiption: A small gally, running southwest, euters the ecave. A short crawl opens
ii%o a 5'=6! highy 3" wilde passzge which extends about 1007, Here much treake
dows has occurred, so that the last 50'-757 must be megotiated by arawling over
and through reskdcim. The cave opans into the samesink that Boulder and Wallup
Caves .uter, AL ome time it was probably comected to the two other caves.
Splders vmpre collected Jn the cave hy James Reddell and Bill Russell in May 1963,

Ref: TSS files
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VALKUP AVE (DEASLEY CAVE) (GRUOCRY CAVE) (LAZARE GAVE)  Norbhwest Texas (# 15)
Ownetrs Ro Wo Vellup Ranch

Description: Walkup Cavey, one of the larger gypsum caves, has been developed by a
stream that drains an area about a half-mile north of the cave. This strean
invaded pre-existing, probably phreatic, openings in the gypsum, and has since
scoured them into large passapges, The stream has also cut a long valley about
307 deep upstream fram the cave, all of the valley material bsing carwried by
flood=vaters through the cave, The upper entrance to the cave opems into a
passage L to 5 feet high and averaging 15% in width, This passage leads to the
southwest under & collapeed sink entrance and to the Division Room, where the
passage divides. The right twanch is, for the mest pert, 2 low crawlway with
a narrow slot in the seiling, This crawlway emerges in a sink that commscts
three caves, Downstream is Boulder Cave, which is about 2007 long. The first
part of Doulder Cave is a low crawlway with a celling of conglomerate, while
thelast part of the cave ig deoveloped in massive brealidosn. Tha third cave
emtering the sink is Short Cave, It extends to ths northeast and recelves a
omall gully. It is pwobable that all thres caves were at one time commected.
From the Division Reom the maln cave pussage continues as a 10'-12' wide,
61=101 high passage. This passage 18 scoursad clesam, thers being no pravel ar
other sediment present. About 200' firom the Division Room a desp chammsl has
been cut inte the ficor, This channel scon widens and occupies the whole
passage for the next 5009, At the end of the chamnel there is a etrong joint
trending S25%. The passage follows this for about 100% until the joint splits
into several small (3') brances and fades out. Hers the cave enters a complex
area that gives ptroag indication that the original openings were phrsatic.
The passapge makes a loop and crosses undsr iteelf. This loop is about 300°¢

- long and the lower part of the loop is about 12 Pest below the upper, Stream

action has lowsred the floor of the upper passage until it cut into the lower,
the water now dropping over a wabterfall and into the lower level. From this
loop, a low, wide passage lsadg west to the main lower entrance, A8 is usual
with gypsum caves there is an extensive bhrocaldown ares near the entrance, but
golution must have been quite small; and most of the phreatic opsnings have
besn removed by the vigorous vadose snlarpement. The cave, however, crosses
sevaral clay-filled passages one to two feet in diameter which may be filled
phyeatic tubes. The ceiling elot in the right hand crewlway is also probably
partly phreatic in origin. It is unlikely, however; that over 10% of the cave

is phreatic.
Plologys Three spscies of bats have been caught and banded in the cave, These

are 5 velifer incautus (Allen), the Csve Bat or Lititle Rrown Babj

ek s To.n i i o s e Comyomnins sufleequed TS
THTIIer), ed Bat. A mursery colony ar 8% was

in the cave in April-June 1960,

Historys The cave is frequently visited by local pecple and has been known for many
years. It was visited by David K. Jameson prior to 1954 and from 1958 until
1962 the bat population of the cave hes been intensively studied by Dr, Donald
¥Wo Tinkle and his assistants., The cave was mapped in May 1963 Yy James Reddell
and Bill Russell. (See map, page 29)

Bibliography: See referencas # 2, 8, 9, 11, 1, and 15,
Ref: TSS files
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KING COUNTY

AVERWUS SINK Northwest Texas (# 7)

Owner: Daveman Ranch

Description: This is a 1001-200' in diameter funnel~shaped sink dropping L0O'-507,
At ons end of the sink it is possible to climb down through large blocks of
treakdown for an least 20', Lack of light prevented ite exploration, but the
possibility of the cave's being very long is poor. Wabter rumning into the
gink will exi? through River Styx Cave and, in fact, the may enter that
cave through one of the unexpiored crawlways.

Refs 138 files

BATEWATN RANCH SINK No=tlwest Toexas (# B)
Ownar: Bateman Ranch

Description: A 150! in diameter, LO! desp sirk funnels inmerd until it is about
30% in diameter at the bottom. At ome side of the eink a 12' in diameter hole
drops vertically through very loose rocks for 20'-30'. At the bottom a crawl
through brezkdown extends for LO'-50', It is blocked by smsli rocks which
have been washed in form the sink, Water draining into the sink doubtless
runs into River S, yx Czve. It waa explored and reported by Ron Griffith of
RBenjamin, a member of the Sul Reoss Speleological Socistye.

Refr 955 files

RIVER STYX CAVE (SATEMAN CAVE) (GUTHRTIE JAVE) (STYX CAVE) Northwest Texas (# h)
~ymers Bateman Ranch

Description: River Siyx Cave, which is as far as is lmown to the aubthors the
longest surveyed gypsum cave in the world, is located under a gypsum plateaun
dissaected by the South Wichita River, The main entrance to the cave is a 25°%
wide, 10' high opening located on the bank of the river wnderumeth g high
gypeum bluff. When visited in May, 1563, following a two inch yain, a medivme
sized stream lssued firon the cave, Afber aboub 200'; a 1,000% long lake covers
the pasaapge floor, broksn cnly occasionally by gravel. bars. Crawls to ths sides
along the lale have rot been exploreds. About 2007 beyond the lake a 6% high,
10¢ wide passage extends northwards for 2007 where it intersects the Imt Passags.
which paraliels the main pessage. The Bzt Passage leads Yo ths west .
two 30% high, 30° wide bat rooms to its end after about 500%, To the east the
Bt Passage extends through severzl smaller bat rooms flcored with extensive
brezlddown, finally splitbing inbo several uraxplored orewlways. Large pravel
bars in both the Main Passapgs and the Bat Pessage indicate thal both pamsapes
caxried larpgs amounts of flocdwater in the divection of the river; tut since
only the Main Passape opens onto the river, the gravel bars in the Bel Passage
visre probably producsd before it wes blockad by collapse. Bsyond the slde
passage the maln cave paseage exbends ag a 7! high, 15Y wids tumnel Floored with
large angulsr gravel., After about 800! the Dome Room is reached. A passags
to the right extends about 150° before ending. Iy climbing over the large mound
of brealdiown in the Dome Room 1% is pogsible to onter the main passags agsia.
After about 80! & passage to the loft makes a loop and re-enbers the main pessage
after abont 2007, From this Jusction Room five passapes oxbtend, the most Ilmpordsnt
of which ars ths (ypsum Hlister Passage to tho south axnd a passage to ths east.



tbe eastern passage extends 28 an altermating walling and crawling passage
for sewveral hundred feet to the base of a2 treakdown~filled sink., It is
barely possible to squeeze %he breakicwn and reach the swrface.

The Qypeum Blister Fassage 1s a 5! high, 207 wide, 250" long passage. In
geraral the arsa from the Dome Room to abouk 3007 bgyond the Gypeum Hlister
Passage is a complexz of passages, many of which are drains from surface ainks,
These drains are frequently round tubes in s0lid gypsum. commonly ending in
breakdown from above, ulany side pessages in this area remain unexplored, The
plateau above the cave contains mmerous sinks and extends for over a halfemile
%o the soubh and beyond the mappsd part of the cave in all directions. If all
of these sinks comect with the cave, which seems likely as no other water exit
is lmown, there will be several additiomal wmilos of passage,

Ceologys The mapped part of River Styx Cave is developed along the crest of a small
local anbicline, This anticline, probably produced by the romoval of salt from
ths subsurface oy by the conversion of anhpydriie o gypsum, is exposed in the
cliffs downeitream from the cave where it is aboub 800! wide with dips of 10 to 15
degreas away from the axis. Theugh the main passages of the cave tend to follor
the axis of the anticline the reason for this is pot readily apparent as thero
is no strong joint control, Most of the joinmbas obesrved, however, did rm parallel
to the axis of the anticline, and as gypsum in generdl has few jointes the concens
tretdon of joints in the defarmed rocks along the anticline was probably the con-
trolling factor in tho criembation of the large passages, Since only crawlway
size passages were left unchecled;it seems Likely that the passages commecting
sinim off the anticlinal axis with the main cave are small passages that did not
develop into large pessages because of their pooar orientation with ragard to Jointse
The fact that passages oriented along joimts are larger than those unfavarably
located indicates a phreatic arigin Zor a l2rge partion of the cave, &= vadose
enlargenent by gravel-tearing flootwmters would bo effective whether or not there
was a jolnd presente This tends o agree with other evidence; such as solutionally
formed poclets; level horlizontal ledges projocting up to three feet into the pessage
in areas of dipping rocks, and the maze chavacter of some scctions of the cavej; all
of which indicates that tho cave has not besn greatly modified afier sclution by
slowly moving water, The Gypsum Elister Passage, the roof of which is composed of
thin hanging slabs of gypsum that tend to form circular clusters, and its exiension
past the Hatchet Room are almost enbirely uwmodified phroatic passagesg whereas
some of the tubuler passages leading from surface sinkholes are almost wholly
vadose in oripine Most of the passages of the cave have been modified o some
extont by the gravelscarrying floocdwater that z2uns through the cave following
beavy rains, This gravol is derived firom a thin overlying dolomite, and retains
its angular shaps throuvghout moet of the cave. The individual passages seem Go
vary from about 10§ plweatic in surface drains to over 907 plreatic in the
Hlister Passage. In genewral the main pessages of the cave tend to be about LOZ to
607 phweatic in ariging

Meteorology: In assoclation with the study of bat hibsrnation tlree temperatuwrs
recorders ware placed in or pear the caves P0ne recarder was placed at the entrance
of the cavern in & well-ventilated box three feet above the grouwnd, This recorder
graphed the oubside tempgratwre and was far enough away from the embtrance to the
cavern not to be influenced by currents of air coming out of the cavarn, The
second yeporder was placed in the passage five fest above tha floor, near a crevice
in which bats were clustered. This recorder wae subjected to the wind currents in
the cavarn, The thivd vecorder wes placed on the colling of the main cluster yoam
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and was not directly in any current of air." (Pattarson; pp, 26-27) (See chart,
rage 33) "o..The cavern has no main obstruction to air currents, It has teen
found that on days in which the ocutside temperature exceeded the inside temperas—
ture; the air moved out of the mouth of the cawern, If the outside tempsrabture

inside, air moved into the cavayn, This w=as caused by the
waraer air rising out of the nstwral vents that wers of higher elsvation than
the main entrance., In the latter cave, the air was of greater velecily since wamn
air would escape faster than if the conditicns wer . reversed." (Patterson, p. 28)

Blclogys During the winter munths & large population of velifer incautus
(Allen) inhabits the cave, Dre Donald W, Tiukle and 3550C14%L63 have
a large muber of bate in the cave, If{ was chosan also for the stuldy of the
hibernation quarters and the activities of bats dwring the winter season,  The
results of this study have been presented in &n M.S. thesis by I.C. Pabterson (1981),
In May 1963 James Reddell and Bi11 Russsll made a collection of invertelrates.
Unfortunately it was not possible Yo male a ccdllestion of vertebrates found in
the cave, all of which appearsd to have been washed in by recent floods of the
South Tichite River, The invertelrate materizl awsits study, but & faunel list
is as follows: Crayfliszh, spiders, terrestrial isopcds, cave ericksts, and several
species of beetles /i iﬁ(mmdim) 8po /o Vertebtrate life inclules

vﬂl:z.fqr Trogs, turtles, £ish, and tiger salamanders.

Histarys The cave is ome of thes best lnown caves in Horthwest Texas and has been
visited frequently Yy high school students for over thirty yesrs, Theiw

tions have probably included most of the cave, with tha excepiion of soms of t.ha
mors difficult crawls and bwealdomn arsas. I, Dondld We Tinkle and hi® assosiates
visited ths cave sporadically fram 1958 to the present., The msteorology of the
cave was studied during the winter of 156L. In liay 1963 James Reddell and Rill
Russell nepped the ceve and opemed the sinkhols enbtrance, (Ses map, pags 3k)

Ribiliography: See refarences # 7, 8, 95 1L, and 1,
Ref: TSS filss

SALTIAS SINK ‘Noptimvest Temas (# 6)
Omnsr: Bateman Ranch
Desoription: Salivas Sink is a large sink located about % wile west of the enbrance

to Salt Spring Cave. From the bottom of a larpge sink a cave extends into massive
breakdown, Thiscmm not checksd bub it may connect with the water chanmel
Peeding Salt Spring Cave the brealdown now blocking 1t
Refs: TSS files
SALT SFRING CAVE Nertlwest Texas (# 5)

Ownexr: Bateman Ranch

Dascripidons The emtrarce %o Salt Spring Cave is located on the west bank of the
South Fork of the Wichita Jiver about 3/ mile below River Styz Cave. The entrance
to the cave hat recemtly been cleared Iy the Corps of Engineers in preparation for
building & dams The entrance is now 3! high and 6" wide, A stream of water flowing
gbout ore cuble foot per sccond leaves the cave, carrying 300 toms of salt per day
into the river and themoe inbo Ieks Taxhoma, From the entrance the cave extends as
ammmmmmymvma-mmnuumwmrmmﬂmmt
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to the celling, This cave is in an ive solution; the cave passing
through many breaidown areas and the swrface above the cave combaining many large
sinks, Tt seems Likely that the dam being Muili across the cave entrance will
only force the water to find a new exit. In sy case the wark being done by the
Corps of Engincers will add %o owr Inowledge of ¢ha effects of solution on gypsum.
The only Tauna observed in the cave ware small fish and collembola, The latter
ware collected from tweakdown above the cave stream, The cave was mapped in May
1963 by James Reddell and Bill Russell. (See map, page 36)

Refs TSS files

RANDALL COUNTY.
ARCH CAVE Nerthwest Texas (# 50)
Owns: Palo Duro State Park

Descriptions A gully runs into the main entrance to the cave, After a few fect
there is a second entrance in the ceiling and two small dead-end side passages,
The entire cave is a steep crawling descort, There are two rooms whors it is
not necessary o crawl, Just before the second room thare is a small drop and
then a narvow tura through which it is necemeary to twm sideways and arch the
bodys This narrcy passage is about 15! long, Two emsll passages leed out of
the room: The one to the right becomes teo marrowy while that to the left forks,
both branchas soon bscoming too marrow to negebiate. A skstch map of the cave
was made by Charles B, Stewart in 1963, (See map, page 37)

Refs Charles B, Stewart

CATARINA CAVE Northwoat Texas (# 18)
Ornae: Palo Diuro Stats Park

Dascyiption: The main extirance to the cave is abowt 20T hiph and 7' wide, A Zaw
fsot inside the cave enfrance secversl steps have been cub in the stecply aocending
passage. The passage averages 57 wide and 7' high for 27 yards where a 107 climbd
leads up tihroush a 57 in dismeter entrance. A ghort, small arawl leads to a
third entrance, From the upper enbramces to the lower entrance the tobal depth
of the cave is about 307, The entire cave is formed in a clayey sandstone of the
Tecovas and Quartsymaster formations of Triassic and Permian ages. It wes mapped
in 1963 by Charles B. Stewart. (See map, page 38)

Bibliography: See referenses # 10, 15, and 17,
Ref: Charles B, Stewsrd

CONFUSION CAVE Nowtlwrest Texas (f 51)
Cmner: Palo Duro State Paxk

Descyiption: There are at least nine ermtrances to this cave. Ths two lowest on the
hill are camected by a spall natural tridge. From these smirances to the north a
small passape leads to a dead-end. To the south it extends past two entrances,
also connacted by a narrow natural bridge, for about 16 yards 4o a fifth entrance.
A% this entrance &wo peseages lead for shori distences; one past a large boulder
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and %0 & small room at which the other passage intersects eight feet up on the
well, Two passages lead from this small room. One desd-ends after a few feet
wiile the other leads to an entrance in the ceiling, The main passage of the
cava leads past the entrance for & few fest to a jumction, The right-hand
branch leads as a 3%=l' wide, L?-6* high passage up 0 & vertical exit, after
about 20 yards. A passage from the botiom of this exit leads about 1k yards to
a deadeend, The main passage comtimies up & steep alope and through a narrow
passage to an entrance. A smell eide passage off of this passage leads %o
another entrance, The cave was ed and a sketch map made by Charles B,
Stewart in 1963, (See map, page

Refs Charles B, Stewarxt

DEAD TREE CAVE Northwest Texas (# 52)
Owrer: Palo Duro State Perk

Description: The emtransc t¢ the cave is a crawlway opeming onto the wall of a
pgolley. An ascent leads firem the side of the gulley as 2 3! = 3! passage to a
large room open to the surface, A dead tree allaws one to climb down into the
sink, btut a slde passage is an saslier method of emtrance. From this sink a ise
leads to ancther entvance. loval length of the cave is aboub 50 yards. It was
gketch mapped by Charles B, Stewart in 1963, (See map, page L0

Refs Charles B, Stowart

DUAL CAVE Northvrest Texas (# 53)
Crrsrs Palo Duro State Park

Description: Tho cave is formed in aamisions; but is quite solid., One enirance is
a hole dropping vertically into a small passage, This in twrn comnects o a
masg?parpindicﬂartoﬂmﬁrsto From here a 3! wide, L' high cravlway exbends
far 66" to a 5% drop. After sbout 20 more a passage o the right, lesding from
a gecond emtrance aboub 50¢ away and 15 yards below the first eutrance, inborsects
the main enbrance., & fow feel past this imtersection there is a hale loading 15%=20!
vp to the surface. A Steady descaent occurs from the first entrance to the botionm of
the cave about 15 yaxrds past the 15'-207 deap entrance sink. At the send of the
cave & circular funnel-chaped hole leads to the swface and a few fast past this
one a very narrow opering leads {o the surfuce. The cave was ep lored and a sketch
map made by Chavries B, Stewart in 1963. (Sce map, mge L0)

: : Ref: Charles B. Stemaxrt

LEDGE CAVE Herthwest Texas (# 5h)
Owners Palo Duro State Park

Description: From the entrance to Tumnel Cave contimue up the gulley, past two
large rock slabs and the enbtrance to Ledge Cave is reached, It lies just above
the gulley and drops straight dom, A smll passage downhill f£rom this entrance
is impassihie, The min gmaaga extends up a slope to a 12¢ x 307 room with an
opening to the surface., 7Total length of this passage is about 20 yards. A ledge
on one side of this room leads to two holes on the wall about 30° above the floor
of the room. These commect after a shart distance. After a few foet thres pass-
ages extend; one a narrow doseent to 2 dead-end, the other two go to one
passing over the other. Total length of the passage from the roam to the exits is
aboubhg yerds. It was sketch mapped in 1963 by Charles B. Stewart. (See map,
pags
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SINPIE CAVE Newthwast Texas (# 59)
Owner: Pelo Duro State Perk

Descripbion: The entrance to the cave opae ordo the side of 2 gl y and just up=
shream from two largs rocks. 4 57 wide, 3¢ high crawl lesds for a short distance
to a 7' = 157 room, through which it is possible to walk. A coraal from this room
leads to an 8% x 15" room. Bayord this room & crawl leads to a vertical entrance,
Total length of the cave is aboub 60 yands, A skeich map of the cave was made Ly
Charles B, Stewart in 1953, (See map, page L3)

Ref: Charles B, Stewart

SPANTSH SKIRTS CAVE Yorthwest Taxzs (F 149)
Ownsrs Palo Duro State Park

Description: The save is lcoated on the fage of the cliffs lmam as the Spanish
Skirts. I consisis of & sories of nine emlbrances commscted together by shord
crawls ard Grops, Total length of the cave is T5%«100% and tho tobtal depth fyrom
the top to bottom enbvances is about 30', AT zo point are you oub of daylight.

Refs TSS files

PUNNEL CAVE Northwest Texas (§ 56)
Owners Palo Duro Stale Park
Dezoriptdon: Thia cave is a 50! long tumel-like cavs throagh which a gully runee
I% is easy to negoliate awmd opsns into the sids of amclhor gully. Iedge Cave
is located up the gully thal enders Tumnel Cave. A akeich mep was made by Charles
B; Stewart in 1963, (See map, pags L3)
Ref's Charles B Stewarh
VINE CAVE Nowtiwest Texas (F 57)
Osmer: Palo Duro State Park
Desoriptions The enbvance is ab the head of a steep gully arnd is a hole on the face
of a vertical cliff 30° sbowvs the gully flour. HMayy vines hang over the amipanct.
The enmtrance to the cave is over 6! high and about 107 wide, After about 15° a
Jumection occure; with the lefi-hand passage lsading sbout 20 yards to o sloping
entrance. The right-haxd passage extends atoud 30 to L0 yswds tc a large open
pites The cave is in saudstons. A skatch mep wes made by Chaylas B, Steward in

1963, (See map, pege L3)
Ref: Chavles B, Stemard
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STONEWALL COUNTY

ASPERMONT BAT CAVE (BAT GAVE) Nerthwest Texas (# 1)
Owmers Wo Fo Martin

Descripbions Aspermont Bat Cavey locally kmown as Bt Cave, is a phwreaiic Jolant-maze
that has been invaded by a surface stream, This stream embers the system through
several enirances, the largest being the 5% high, 7' wide entrance that receivss
the main flow of the streame TFrom this entrance a passage leads south for 607 to
a four<tmy junction. To the right a passage exbends 20% to an entrance, a triangue
lay crawlway extends straight ahead for U5° to a silt block; and a 107 x 10%
passage extends o the lefi for 50 40 an alwost breakdowr=-filled enirance., Ths
main cave pagsage leads south fom this enbrance through a breakdown area, past a
crawlway that comnects to another entrance, and to a low junchtion roome. To the
vweet several low pascages externd toward the emizance and to the north amd east a
complex of low gravele=floorsd crawls intercommect with the main passage, TFrom
this room the passage leads over a large slab of hrealdowm and conbtinues soubh as
a g% high, 8¢ wide pasesage, Fifty feeb past the brealdown block the passage skirts
a low gravel-flocred area %o the easl amd contimues south ag a 107 high, 10' wide
passage pavalleled on the wesbh by a 3! in diameber tube. After 707 this paasage
turns west and Jeads 957 to the lower enbrance. Origlnally reported by De Donald
’I‘iuklehg)it was mapped inm May 1963 by James Reddell and Ri1l Ruwsscll, (Seoe map,
page

Geclogys The cresk that flows through tho cave has shortensd its course by several
hundred feeb through use of the cave. HMost of the cave lies under a slteep narrow
ridge Tormed by the meandering of the creek, The uwmsed old chamnel is now about
iz Pest above the chanwvgl lesding into the caves

Blclogy: The cave is ubtilized Ly lyotis velifer incautas (Allen) as a temporary
resting site., Very few bais have ever been observed in the cave., A collechion
of invertebrate fauna was made by James Reddell and Rill Russell in Mgy 1963,
This included: cplgean isopeds, anbs, spidevs, and beetles, including Agonum
(Rhadine) sp.

Bibiiography: See reforences # 8; 11, and s
Refs TS5 files

BAT CAVE ANNEX Nortlwest Texas (# 2)

Owners We Fe Moetin

Description: Pat Cave Amnex is part of the same ghreatic Joint-maze as Aspormont
Bat Cave, btut has been zcpavated from it by erosion. The entrance %o the cave
is aboulk 207 north of the Iower enmbrance of the main cave. This emirarce, ashout
1¢ high and 77 wide soon opens into a 3! high passage that extends north for 707
to a slight bend. From this bend the passage exbends northward for 170° to a
shayp »ight turn and, past this turn, o the east far 50' to a gharp bend to the
northe From this last narth bend the cave conbinues for aboub L0? %o a silt mound
that completely blocks the passage. Near the end of the cave are soveral amall
northescuth cross passages. The cave was mapped in May 1963 by James Reddell and
Fill Russell. (See map, page L5)
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CREFEK CAVE Nerthwest Texas (F 3)
Omners Wolfeo Martin

Description: Creek Cave is & joint-meze of relatively large dimensions which has
been invaded by a swface stream, The Stream enters the system through an 87
high, 20% wide entrance at orssk level. From this entrance the stream follows
a strongly joint-controlled passage to the ENE. The floor of this large passage
is mostly covered by a lako sveraging three feet doep, This lake can be Lypassed
by following a mxl bank along the south wall, One hundred and thirty feet firom
the entrance the cave makss an almost right-engle bend and follows ancther set of
joints to the south. For the next hundred fest there is ome large 8¢ high, 15!
wide main passags, parelleled on the east by a smaller walking passage. At 100°
the east passage rejoln® the main pussage, and & gimilar side passage develops o
the west of the main passage. These side passeges are commected to the main
corridor by several short comnscting pessages, About 200% past the end of the
lake the cave again malps an almost right twna to the southwest. AL this bend
cellapse has opened a sink to the surface. From this sink the cave continuee as
2 159 wide, 107 high main passage, parallsled to the north ty a smaller walking
passage and intercommected frequently by short cross passages, Seventy fesh past
this firet collapse sink the cave malkes another right~angle bend and enters a -
long collapse sink, This sink, about 100" long and 30! wide, iz floored with
breakdomn and bounded by germerally unciimbable walls, This sink is commected to

the creek valley by & short section of cave passags that forms a natural Wvidge
12* high and about 25! wide and long, Throughout the cave there is rmeh mud and
crganic debris left by the creek during its floods, HNuch of the creskls floodw

2
water appears to use ths cave even though the channel through the cave is only a
fow feet lower than the oubside channel, The cave was mapped
James Reddell and Bill Russell, (See map, page UT, and passage rose, page 48)

Geologys The cave was almost csritainly formed hy slowly moving phreatic water

dissalving along a strong system of joints, This system of largs ellipticd

joint=controlled passapges was imwaded by the surface stream and will soon be
destroyed by it. The stream has oul through the original gypsum floor and has
reached a softer, easily eroded red clay., Erosion of this bed has undermined
many of the pillars between the passages, and as there is never over 10" of

cverburden, collapse soon followm.

Hiclogy: m,mw,mmﬁtdmmmmm'mmmm
amburot%_mm-mm (A1len) in the cave., Ia April 1960, 7000
8&)0%% ey incautus were round roosting in the cave. In June these were

repla Tedarida trasiliensis mexicana (Ssussure).

Ribliography: See references # 8, 11, and 1.

i
§
&

Raf: TSS files
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WHEELER COUNTY

BIG MOUTH CAVE Northwest Texas (# 39)
Ownar:

Description: The entrance to the cave is along the side of a short draw which runs
into the North Fork of the Red Rivar. A small strean zuns out of the cave afteor
local rains, The entrance is about 20' wide and 12% high, The entrancs yoom is
about 30! long, 30¢ wide, ard 157 high. Just past this room tho cave cpens inic
a second room, abcut 30' long, 20' wide, and 15° high, with such breakdown and
silt on the floor. From this rocm a low, )y wide passage extends to a third roome
A passage to the left leads as a cyawl for aboub 30' vo breaskdom, I i1s pessible
to crawl over this treskdomm and enter a 1?7 high. 3% wide craxd which extands zbout
150" before bacoming too omsll to got through, In web weather water rums fran thie
crawl.e. Much air blows through it., TFrom the junciion room a passage Jeads to &
fourth vroom., A passage to the left in this room circles back tomards the entrance
for a few feot and then ends in a small room afier about 75%'. Continuing dowm the
main passage it is possible to arawl in a 1%-3* high mssapge for about 200 beyond
the last snrveyed point where the passags ends in a hrsakdown-choked reom, Huch
air blows through this passage and water runs oub of it in timss of rain, BEoth
oramis are almost certainly fed by surface sinks above the cliff. Many of these
ware obsarved in an examination of the swrface above tha cave. The cave is almost
entirely vadose in origine

Biology: The cave is imhabited by the Cswve Pab, Yyobtis velifer incautus (Allen).
A beetle, Apomm (Rhadine) rubsum Farr, has been descrioed from ohe cave and a
milliped of The genus Nennolene awaits description, A bdological collection
was made by James Reddell ard i1l Ruseell in May 1963. At thai time, besides
the Fhadine beetles aml millipsds, the following amimals were collected: beetles;
spiders, epigean isopods, collembola, and a cemtipede.

Historys The cave is quite well lmown leocally snd visited frequéently by local people.
Previous expicrations include & trip to collsct beetlea by Dro Thomes C. Barr and
Dr. Donald W, Tinkle, Dy Tinkle lzter retuwrned to the czve in the process of his
study of bate in the area. It was mapped in lay 1963 by Jamss Reddell and Eill
Russell, (See map, page 50)

Bibliography: See refevences # 1 3, Ly 6, and 9.

Raf: 7SS files

SMALYL, MOUTH CAVE Nortiswest Texas (# L4O)
Ommers

Descripticns Small Mouth Cave has two sections of embirely different character, a
lower stream level and an upper slli~floored rocme The strsam in the lower leval
is fed by soversl surface Binks and carries water only after heavy rains, bub ab
these timee larpge gquantities of rup-off flow through the cave. This stream leval
passes directly underneath the sili~floored room and flcod waters are undermining
the silt beneath this room, forming a 15' dome, This dome exposes numsrous bonss
ard leyers of charccesl left by Indians camping in the room above, From beneath
this upper »oom the siream pesgage continues through breakdown (o & lowar entrance
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at the level of the North Fork of the Red River. The upper voom is a leval
silt-flcored room 40T long, 30 wide, and 10% high, with a large wall~in
enbrance at its wesb cnd, From the north side of the room a passage leads
from a shallow sink and comnecis with the lover level, The cave was mepped
by Bill Russell and James Reddell in Hey 1963« (See map, page 52)

Archagology and Paleoniology: The cave is quite possilily an importd archasologleal
and palecntological site eince over 15% of deposite conbaining bong and charcoal
have accumclated bencath the upper room; indicating that ths roon wasinhabited
for a great period of time. An examination of a small eollection of bones from:
the cave indicates thabt the deposit is probably at least a few thousand years -
olde Ong artifact talen from near the top of the deposit could not be positivaly
identified bubt is lsss than 2000 years old, A prelimivary and incomplcte foumal
list of bones telken from the cave follcmss

Class Reptilis
Order Cholonis
Unidentifiod turtle yremaino
Order Sguanata
Unidentified spalke and lizerd remains
Class Aves
Unddentifisd bhird remains
Class Mamrmalis
Order Articdaciyla
Bison spe =~ bison
Udochilens npe -— deer
Ordas Lagomorpha
Legus 8p, -~ Jackrabbil
8P, == cobtontail rabbilt
ia

Neotoma BRe = woOA rab

Sigmocon hispidus -w Hispid colton »ab

Yorcegrstins werriami ~- Morviam's pockst npouse

Yaro Cie mg'idns = Higpid pocket mouse
@ CClrOgastol ww e vole

THCYGETS o~ ow wols

Biglogy: A collection of inverichbrates was made in the cave by James Reddell and
Ei1l Russell in May 1963, This incluwded en undescribed spacies of williped also
found in Windmill Crack and Big Mouth Cave (famnolene sp.); spiders, snd bestles,

including A {(Rhedine) rvbyum Barw, Tho cave 16 iphabited hy Mia velifor
incaubus Je
Bibliography: See reference # 9o
Ref: TSS filss
UNNAIED CAVE Noartlwest Texas (# L1)

Cwners

Description: This small wmamed cave is & 3' x 37 crowlway opening onto the cliff
between the entrances of Blg Mouth Cave and Small Mouth Caves It was not explorad
because of lack of ¢ime bub probably comnschbs with a swfuc;a;ink above the cliff,

s TSS 2iles
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DOUBTFUL CAVES

BATEMAN RANCH SINES Nortiwest Texas (# 2a)
Osmer: Poleman Ranch

Descriybion: The surface above the entrances to River Styx Cave and Salt Spring Cave
iz pitted with large sinkholes and lmrst vallgys ranging in size from 50°¢ in
dimatwtowerlﬁnﬂlelongmdm' to 100° deep. Most are blocked Ly weakdomn
. &% their lowes’t points; bub by 1o means all have been visited or adequately explored.
lany may be new caves, whils others may ove o be entrances of River Styx Cava.
Ref: TSS files

CAMPHILL RANCH SINKS Nertimest Texas (¥ La)
Cmmews Frank Camppoll
Description: In the ayea of 2 fow eguars milsa thirly or forly einks were investigated,
only 2 fow of which led to caves, Host are shallow dirt-fillsd depressions, whils
several are shalloy cracks o broakiown areas. Digging in a mmber of them w=ill
rrobatly lzad o caves, while there aro dobless hundreds of sinks on the ranch
which wore not lnvesidgatede
ReZ: 755 filss
RATTLESNAKE SINE ' Nortlwest Tazas (¥ Sa)
Caner: Frenk Campbell
Description: This is a 20! wide, LO' long depression with a 2 high, 6! wids entrace
leading of? om the sast side., A large rattlesnake abt tho entyrance provented its
exploratlon, tut it appeered to lead indo a caves
Ref: TSS files
RED RIVER SINES Nerthwest Texas (§ Ga)
Canors
Dascription: An extonsive sinkhole arsa lies sbove the North Fork of the Red River

in the immediate vicinily of Hig Mouth Csve and Swmall lowth Cave. Hamy of these
were hastily examined, bub many more were Just noted, Sons corainly should lesd

into cavas.

~ Redy TSS files
SALT SPRING SINK Hertiweet Texas (7 1a)
Ownsz: Babeman Raunch
Descriptions Salt Spring Sinkeis & large sink ebovt 1/ mils northwest of Selt Spring
Caves This sink iz abhouwt 507 deep and 1007 x 1007 at the top. The walls of the
gink ave vertical except for the south wall which can ke climbed, Along the wast

side of tho sink thores i3 en extensive serles of fisswres ceparating large blocks
that ave sliding into the sink. Nuch of the collapse that formed the aink appsara
%0 be recent,; and it is probebly siill bsing enlarged, Sl Sen

efs files
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VEST RANCH SINEKS Hortlwest Texms (# 3a)
Omers: Sam Vesh
Descziption: Numerous shallow sinks wera observed on the Vest Ranch wiile looking
for Pothools Cave and Iost Cave. One was £illed with barbed wire buib veporiedly
Yeads into a cave passage, Cthers had nervow crevices at the bottom which might

peasibly lead tc caves, Lack of time provented full exploysiion of ths area.
Refs TSS filos

RUMCRED CAVES
ACHE CAVE Hardeman County
Cwagrs
Description: The extrancs to the cave Yis small, roquiring thet an adult crawl to
emhar. Cavesn then emlarges to provide etend-up rome &nd is & faveride spob
for bat huntera.® (James, 1963) Located south of Acwee

Eibliography: Sec reforeance # Te
Rofs TSS files

FOREST CHEERK CAVE King Coungy
Owns»: Bob Mastersong JT Ranch

Dezceription: The cave is located on a carnyon that draine into Forsst Cresk and
thence into the South Wichita Rivers

Bibliography: See reference # Te
Ref:r TSS files

CUN EARREYL CAVE Gobtle County

Cmmsz: T Ramch

Descepiption: This iz oz of several caves rsporied on the ranch, which is lceated
easht of Haclbexyy., The cave iz in a canyon which drains into the Eiddls TFark
of the Wichiba River.

Rinllographyy Ses reference # 7o
Rof: TS5 £ilea

LITTLE FOLES CAVE Randall County
Ommer: Palo Duro Siate Park

Descrdption: This cave is reporded To be ivhabited by bats. It is possikle
that 1% is an alternaie sname for one of the cawve® included in tho tody of

this reporb.
Ref: T5S files
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OYGORMAN CAVE Wheeler County
Ommees

Description: The cave is locsted east of higmay US 83 just befare it crosses
the North Fork of the Red River, Refaremce comes from the NSS filss which
kave a highway mp with a symbol denoting a commercial cave at this point and
the name O'Gorman Cave beside it. No commercial caves e lknam {from this
area, btut the cave could certainly exist.

Ref: NSS files

PATO DIRO CAVE Randall Couniy
Omsmer: Palo Duro State Park

Descrivhion: The cabtrance ie veptrted as being 10% high and 8' wide with a room
50% high and 50! wide just inside the ewbrance, A pardicn of the back wall
could be soen aboub 20' from the entrance. The enirance was appereantly opened
by recent rains, Fear of rattlespakes prevented fmiher investigation, This
repart comes from an waiderdified newspaper clipping, amd the location of the
ceve is nob kaowme Tt im, of course, possibly though noi likely that it is
ons of the caves alresdy included in this reporie

Ref: Bob Hudson

WISE CAVE King Couvity

Ommers

Description: Nothing is known of this cave except that its enirance is probably
Joeated along the South Wichita River,

Refs Donald W. Tiplds
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